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century A.D. A certain adherent of the Batiniyis, named
Darazi, appeared in Egypt in the reign of the Fatimide
Khalif el-Hakim, who from his acts seems to have been
insane. Darazi encouraged him to claim divine honors
and began to preach as exponent of the new faith. He
is said to have migrated to Syria and gathered a com-
munity of believers in the region of Mt. Hermon. It is
from him that the sect of the Druses is named, but the
teacher whom they especially honor was Hamzy who
is said to be the author of the books that contain their
secret doctrines and rites. These doctrines are guarded
from the world with extraordinary care, even from the
uninitiated of the sect. The initiated are called the
Ukkal, the Intelligent or Wise, and have to pass through
a course of training before being admitted to the order
and to them is committed the exercise of religious rites
and the direction of the affairs of the sect.

The common people are supposed to have little or noth-
ing to do with the practice of their religion; that is
attended to by their leaders, to whom they are taught
implicit obedience. This forms them into a compact body
so that whenever they have been called upon to act by
their sheikhs their organized unity has been apparent.
Such was the case when they arose against the Chris-
tians of Mt. Lebanon in 1860. Their superiority was
at once manifested and they quickly bore down all opposi-
tion. Their number is reckoned to be about 150,000,
distributed over southern Lebanon, about Mt. Hermon
and in Jebel ed-Druze in the Hauran with smaller com-
munities in various other places. They have always been
a militant body and troublesome to the government
against which they have been in frequent revolt, as h#ve
the other heretical Moslem sects.

These all have a more or less political character: for
in the system of Islam the religious leader is also the po-
litical head and whenever a new sect has arisen it has